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Editor's
Note

It’s been a wild past few months, with unprecedented
changes looming over and redefining what “normal”
now means. What we all called our comfortable normal
routines changed in the blink of an eye, forcing us all to
adapt to an environment that many of us aren’t used
to. As ironic as it may be, this precisely embodies the
theme of this e-magazine—Past, Present and Future.
The ever-changing landscape we live in will always hold
surprises for us, some good and some bad, like the
COVID-19 virus—its impact disrupting our lives on the
daily. But let’s not focus on the bad. In this publication,
The Ridge team will take you on a journey: reminiscing
about the past, reflecting about the present and
dreaming about what the future can be.
I’d like to thank everyone involved in this publication,
writers, editors and designers, who have taken on this
project with such an amazing spirit even during these
uncertain and difficult times. Thank you also to the
models, for the time and energy they gracefully lent us
for this e-magazine.
As always, let’s keep moving forward!
Judith Ramirez
Chief Editor
NUSSU The Ridge
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2010s

IN RETROSPECT
By Ng Juen Lin
The coming of a new decade always feels so surreal. Countdown parties end louder than usual, people get
more sentimental about the past, and others lengthen their annual resolution list for the coming
decade. Using Pantone’s Color of the Year throughout the 2010s, this article will wrap up the past ten
years and all the memories we've made!

HONEYSUCKLE

PINK DOT SG
Social justice movements gained traction in the 2010s and Pink
Dot SG—a civil rally that advocates equal rights for the LGBTQ+
community—is no doubt exemplary. Pink Dot SG has been
fighting an uphill battle since 2009 to decriminalize gay sex by
repealing Section 377A of the Penal Code.

Image Credits: Channel News Asia

The efforts of our
citizens will determine
whether a significant
reversal in policy will
arrive in the next decade.

Advocates are optimistic that Section 377A will one day be
repealed, given the strides made regarding LGBTQ+ rights
worldwide. For the equal, progressive and inclusive future that
Singaporeans desire, the efforts of our citizens will determine
whether a significant reversal in policy will arrive in the next
decade.

RADIANT

ORCHID

LEE KUAN YEW
I remember the solidarity displayed when our late founding father
died on 23rd March 2015. The air of solemnity that engulfed the
morning school assembly lingered, not just throughout the day, but
the entire month. Along with the rest of his government, we credit Mr.
Lee for ruling Singapore with an iron fist when necessary and
delivering miraculous growth to our society.
“Whoever governs Singapore must have that iron in him. Or give it up.
This is not a game of cards. This is your life and mine. I’ve spent a
whole lifetime building this and as long as I’m in charge, nobody is
going to knock it down.”
He may no longer be physically around, but his unwavering
commitment to the island-nation will remain in our hearts and minds.
The foundation he laid and the legacy he has left behind will continue
to guide our nation towards progress and prosperity.
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"I’ve spent a whole
lifetime building
this and as long as
I’m in charge,
nobody is going to
knock it down."
- Lee Kuan Yew

GREENERY

CLIMATE CHANGE DEBATE
Politicians profusely address it, most Singaporeans are aware of
it, and there was even a rally at Hong Lim Park about it. In PM
Lee’s 2019 National Day Rally speech, a ballpark figure of S$100
billion was estimated for Singapore's plan to tackle climate
change. Climate change poses a real threat to our island-state,
therefore we have to take the initiative to do something about it,
in the face of climate-change deniers.
Fighting climate change requires unity on a scale that we have
yet to see in action. With progress such as the hallmark 2016
Paris Agreement, where 197 countries set individual goals to
achieve the collective goal of limiting global warming to below
2°C, the evidence is crystal clear that in a capitalist society, our
demands for more environmentally conscious packaging and
products will inevitably lead to reform. But is it too late? Are we
able to overturn the damages we’ve done to the Earth? We
know that immediate change is the only course of action,
preserving our environment should therefore, be our utmost
priority.

Image Credits: Channel News Asia

Climate change
poses a real threat
to our island-state,
therefore we have
to take the
initiative to do
something about it,
in the face of
climate-change
deniers.

SERENITY

TRUMP-KIM SUMMIT

Image Credits: Wikimedia

Nothing is more testimonial to Singapore's status as an
impartial and reliable country in the world than the 2018 North
Korea-United States Singapore summit. The world watched with
bated breaths as the two powerful leaders shook hands and
posed for the international press at the Capella resort on
Sentosa island. Our ties with them speak so much of how highly
respected we are as a nation. Though we are deserving of
hosting the summit, we still have to carefully navigate the future
with tact.

In the past decade, our global presence has grown. Social reformation and identity building has
become increasingly important to Singaporeans. Each headline has its personal backstory reminding
us that even as a small and tight-knit society, we can still achieve so much; we truly are a little red dot
that’s not to be messed with. With living in such a prosperous nation, we surely have our own
favorites when it comes to Singapore’s success, take a moment and think about some of yours.
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TURQUOISE

JOSEPH SCHOOLING
Joseph Schooling bagged a historic Olympic gold medal for
Singapore in 2018. Upon his return, Schooling was instantly
elevated to celebrity status, becoming the face of Milo™ and
celebrated for forever, changing the face of sports in
Singapore. His humility and unbreakable spirit shone through
in an interview with Harper’s Bazaar, when he reminded us of
the effort that goes behind a wonderful achievement.
Image Credits: OlympicOrg

"Once you start
breaking mental
barriers like that,
you’ll see more
successes follow."

“I think me breaking down that barrier helped a lot of people
overcome their mentality of ‘I’m not good enough’. No one
would’ve guessed that a Singaporean would’ve won at the
Olympics. And once you start breaking mental barriers like
that, you’ll see more successes follow.”

- Joseph Schooling

ULTRA

VIOLET

JASMINE SOKKO
Singaporean artist Jasmine Sokko nabbed the number 1 spot on
Spotify with her hits ‘1057’ and ‘Tired’. Aside from achieving
breakout success, the 24 year-old is an electro-pop producersinger, setting her apart from other Mandopop artists that usually
dominate the local charts. Her success signifies the possibility for
growth of homegrown alternative genres, making people more
optimistic about Singapore’s local music scene with regards to
variety and participation. In an interview with Cleo, Sokko
revealed the struggles she faced working as a young musician in
the local music industry, a profession almost unheard of in
Singapore.
“It was during my mum’s birthday and she started wishing for
everyone, like to my brother, ‘Good luck for your school’, to my
dad, ‘Good luck for your business’. And then when she reached
me, she said, ‘Good luck to your music.’ She didn’t say school. I
teared up.”
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"She said, ‘Good
luck to your music.’
She didn’t say
school. I teared up."
- Jasmine Sokko

TANGERINE

TANGO

MALA
Our nation’s favorite pastime is good food. When it comes to
searching for an identity for Singapore, food in all its varieties and
contentious origins has often come to the forefront for locals. The
exact origin of Mala Xiang Guo is debatable, some say Sichuan,
Chongqing or more generally the Dongbei region. From salted egg
yolk products, bubble tea to Mala Xiangguo, food trends will no doubt
continue to be every Singaporean’s obsession in the coming decade.
Image Credits: Darren Bloggie

LIVING

CORAL

MONICA BAEY
The #MeToo movement brought about monumental global change,
empowering females to bring issues pertaining to sexual
harassment or mistreatment to the forefront. Locally, this
movement is mostly associated with the controversial Monica Baey
incident, where Ms. Baey took to social media to shed light on her
experience with sexual harassment. Students, university
administration and even Parliament debated whether the offenders
were given sufficient punishment. It ultimately culminated in a
stronger stance against sexual misconduct and demanded greater
enforcement in universities islandwide, fortifying the #MeToo
movement.
Clearly the attention ensued from the incident has had a positive
effect for our community, correlating with better victim support,
campus security as well as more adequate punishment, including a
minimum one-year suspension for the perpetuator. However, more
can still be done. In her own Instagram post, Monica Baey urges
Singaporeans "learn to not avoid issues but rather face the hard
reality—sexual misconduct and assault are much more prevalent
than they appear to be."

Image Credits: Goody Feed

"Sexual
misconduct and
assault are much
more prevalent
than they appear
to be."
- Monica Baey

EMERALD

JEWEL CHANGI AIRPORT

Image Credits: CDN Image

Fifty million visitors, locals and travelers alike have flocked to
Changi Airport’s newest establishment since its debut in the
April of 2019. Jewel Changi Airport boasts luxury shops, popular
franchises and scenic indoor views such as the HSBC Rain
Vortex—the installation that claimed the title of largest indoor
waterfall. It’s so scenic that it resembles the 2009 film, Avatar’s
backdrop! Ask any Singaporean and it's likely that they’ve
queued up for either Jewel Changi Airport’s Shake Shack or
A&W, world-famous American fast-food chains. Beautiful and
grandiose, Jewel Changi Airport is no doubt, universally loved.
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MOVIES
By Shannen Ng

OF THE PAST
ABOUT THE FUTURE

Image Credits: Centropolis Entertainment

We’ve all seen at least one of these before. Okay, maybe not, but hear me out. Dystopian sci-fi movies
tell us what our future is going to look like. It doesn’t matter if they’re wildly scientifically inaccurate
(see #2) or flat-out ridiculous (see #3), but now that we’re in the 2020s , it’s time to look at these
movies made in the past and perhaps, see what they can tell us about our future now that we’re living
in “their” future.
The future holds so many exciting things but also reluctant uncertainty: In the span of a few years,
commercial space travel is a closer to reality thanks to Elon Musk and his company SpaceX, and
artificial intelligence already makes our lives easier—we can count on Siri and Alexa to answer our
questions at any time of the day. But despite all the upsides, we are also losing jobs to the robots and
then there’s the climate crisis constantly nagging at us.
Movies embody the trends and beliefs of the people of their time, forming an authentic lens through
which we can transcend the space of time to inspect the spirits of the era that could perhaps provide
an intriguing reflection of our own and projection of our future. Keeping the new decade in mind, we
shall now dissect three movies with release dates ranging from the past four decades, to find out how
our present reality fairs to the realities moviemakers have imagined in the past.
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#1 ROBOTS

BLADE RUNNER

(RELEASED IN 1982 AND SET IN 2019)
A cult classic. This movie tells us a story of robot humanoids gone rogue,
and exacerbating the problem: they are indistinguishable from actual
humans. In the dark and gritty opening of this movie, we can spot some
similarities to our actual landscape in sunny Singapore. In the imagined
world of 2019 Los Angeles, there are bright flames in the night sky, similar
to those that some of us might have seen late last year thanks to industrial
flaring on Jurong Island.
The humanoid robots in Blade Runner, known as “replicants”, are not
supposed to feel emotions. Yet, we see these replicants cry, speak about
living in fear, and even (supposedly) show empathy.

Image Credits: Silver Screen Show

Machines in Blade Runner are astutely summed up by the protagonist Rick
Seckard as “either a benefit or a hazard”, but in today’s landscape, this line
is not so clear. Yes, machines have made our lives so much more
convenient. We can communicate with one another in real-time even if we
are separated by vast bodies of water, and we can have food delivered to
our doorsteps with the touch of a button.

Image Credit: Screengrab from Warner Bros. Pictures Blade Runner (1982)

They make our lives easier, but are they also making us lazier? Then, we have workers displaced by automation,
being forced to “upskill” or risk being out of a job for a long, long time. Automation has made manufacturing so
easy that we can consume goods and services at the speed of light, but can we afford to maintain this rate of
consumption if the robots are stealing our jobs?
Ultimately, the events in Blade Runner seem extremely unlikely to happen in this coming decade. Humanoid
robots that are so realistic that the only way to differentiate them from actual humans is to test their emotional
response? Scary to say the least! Hopefully technology doesn’t go to that extent. However, Blade Runner might
have gotten one thing right: humanoid robots are definitely on our horizon. Sophia the robot is a social
humanoid robot first unveiled in 2016, and the first robot to ever gain a citizenship. As with most things AIrelated, the benefits and hazards of this can be endlessly debated. But for right now, the best thing we can
probably do is hope these robots do not turn our world into a Westworldian nightmare.

Ability to predict the future | 3/5
Movie specific rating | 4 rogue replicants out of 5
Aggregate rating | 3.5/5
THE RIDGE MAGAZINE | 09

#2 CLIMATE CHANGE

THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW

(RELEASED IN 2004 AND SET IN AN UNKNOWN YEAR)
Robert Frost holds favour with those who say that the world will end in fire
and not ice, so he would disagree with this movie which shows us that the
world as we know it will end with the Northern Hemisphere being almost
completely covered in snow and ice.
Rated a dismal 44% on Rotten Tomatoes by critics (the audience score of
50% is more optimistic, but still a ‘C’ grade at best), this movie is not exactly
grounded in cold, hard science. But, the anxiety caused by watching the
dramatised climate emergencies depicted in the movie—not one or two
but multiple tornadoes destroy Los Angeles, giant hailstone storms
overwhelming Tokyo—feels tangible when we look back on the very real
climate disasters that we have seen in the past year alone. Australian
wildfires, Amazon rainforest wildfires, Jakarta sinking hence, forcing the
Indonesian government to relocate its capital to Borneo—these are just a
few examples painting the picture of the climate emergency we have on
our hands.
Image Credits: Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation.

Image Credits: Centropolis Entertainment

As over-dramatised and ridiculous as it is, this movie shows us some very real and ugly aspects of what we
might be up against when we try to fight climate change. Politicians insist that the economy takes priority over
the environment; there will always be a group of people who refuse to listen to the scientists who are trying to
educate them. The Day After Tomorrow ends on a hopeful note—the head politician apologises for not acting
sooner and the survivors are safely extricated from post-apocalyptic New York City. However, it still is hard to
leave the anxiety behind when the movie ends. Will we fall to the same fate? Looking at the current state of
affairs in the United States, one cannot help but feel that this movie’s doomsday predictions might hold water
after all. In 2017, President Trump announced that he was pulling the US out of the Paris Climate Agreement,
and the process formally began last year.
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This exit will only be finalised later this year, after the presidential election in November. Trump’s messaging on
climate change is largely confusing and chaotic, but from the look of what his administration has done with
regulations relating to climate change, such as replacing Obama’s Clean Power Plan, it does not seem that the
US’ future is going to be very different from what is shown in The Day After Tomorrow.
On a more localised note, it is pretty impossible that Singapore will be deluged by giant hailstones or
tornadoes, but the rising sea levels is a huge area of concern for us. If our conviction to fight climate change is
as shaky as the science behind this movie, then we may not require the massive amount of CGI used in the film
to see what our future would look like.

Image Credits: Centropolis Entertainment

Ability to predict the future | 3.5/5
Movie specific rating | 2.5 CGI tornadoes out of 5
Aggregate rating | 3/5
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#3 WILD CARD

EDGE OF TOMORROW
(RELEASED 2014, SET IN 2020)

Full disclosure: this movie was chosen for two reasons and two reasons
only: it is set in the year 2020, and its name is similar to the movie The Day
After Tomorrow. Having discussed the pretty sombre topics of robots and
climate change taking over our world, we move onto something a little
more light-hearted: time loops and aliens. Adapted from a Japanese light
novel, Edge of Tomorrow imagines that in 2020, humans are caught up in a
deadly war against aliens that have the ability to loop time.
Presently, while there is little cause for concern when it comes to aliens
taking over our world, one aspect of the movie that could be translated
into our current reality is the technology used by the army fighting against
the aliens. Soldiers in Edge of Tomorrow are equipped with heavy metal
bodysuits that are fully armed, and these are based on real “powered
exoskeletons” created by the United States army.
Image Credit: Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. IMBd.

Image Credit: Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.

While the idea of being stuck in a time-loop is concerning, the improbability and far-fetched nature of the alien
invasion depicted in this movie provides some much-needed lightheartedness; easing the anxiety brought upon
by the previous movies with regards to the current decade that we’re facing. A looming robot apocalypse and
climate catastrophe? It feels all too real!
While this movie clearly hinges on a whimsical and unrealistic perception of what our future could entail, it may
not seem that extraordinary in this coming decade. In April, the Pentagon officially released videos showing
“unidentified aerial phenomena”. According to INSIDER, UFO sightings peaked in 2014, and in June of 2019
sightings were up 50% compared to June of 2018. Space is the last unexplored frontier, but will aliens find us
before we find them? Of course, this projection of UFO and alien discovery into our future is just that: a
projection, and it’s no different from what Edge of Tomorrow tried to do, which was to project an imagined
future, except we are now living inside of that.

Ability to predict the future | 2/5
Movie specific rating | 4 time-looping aliens out of 5
Aggregate rating | 3/5
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ASIAN

Representation
By Peter Kosasih

Image Credits: Harper's Bazaar

“China is a sleeping lion. Let her sleep, for
when she wakes she will shake the world."
– Napoleon Bonaparte

Does that quote seem familiar to you? Unless you’re familiar with the French revolution, I
suspect that your familiarity with the text comes from the recent 2018 blockbuster Crazy
Rich Asians. Yes, you did see it in the movie’s opening scene, there’s no need to second
guess yourself.
Asian representation is now a phrase ubiquitous in the media. From hashtags to article
titles to the utterances of A-list celebrities in interviews, Asian representation as of the
end of the 2010s has become a worldwide phenomenon. It however, did not start there.
It is the product of years of cultivation and with much effort, the appreciation of Asian
culture has grown to this extent—and justifiably so.
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THE ‘KPOP’ PHENOMENON

BTS giving a speech as they receive the Billboard Music Award for Top duo/group.

Image Credits: ELLE

SNSD, SUJU, and 2NE1. Ponder on
these abbreviations and recall
where they come from. Catchy
tunes and beautiful aesthetics—
an
apt
but
understated
description of Korean-pop or
KPOP, a phenomenon that has
undoubtedly
conquered
the
international media by the end of
the 2010s.

“They’re so
much more
than that.”
—Bryna Jasmin, an army (a
noun allotted to people
who identify as hardcore
BTS stans*).

Overwhelmed
by
these
terminologies? I relate. With
perfect synchronization of intense
choreographies, ‘A’ grade visuals
and many more adjectives that
would make this description
sound like sycophantic worship, it
is
no
wonder
the
KPOP
phenomenon has acquired its set
of insider slangs. It certainly is
influential and successful, but to
what extent?

In 2018 alone, SM Entertainment,
one of the biggest entertainment
companies in South Korea, cashed
in US$532 million in sales revenue.
But its clout surpasses its balance
sheet. SM Entertainment is home
to the most popular artists,
including EXO, Girl’s Generation
and Super Junior.
KPOP artists are more than just
musicians. Beauty endorsements,
television roles and fashion week
appearances are some of the
many opportunities that have
been handed to these stars,
widening their horizons while
simultaneously
revealing
themselves to the world. Their
exposure to the world, especially
to the Western hemisphere, aids
to grease the wheels of the Asian
representation
movement—a
phenomenon initiated by Asian
actors in the Western media due
to the inequality they face on the
daily.

examples of KPOP global success.
The seven-member boy-band has
won the hearts of young people all
over the globe—evident from their
accolades. In 2019, the group was
a recipient of many illustrious
Western awards such as a
Billboard Music Award for Top
duo/group, MTV Video Music
Award for Best Group and a highly
prestigious Grammy nomination
for Best Recording Package. Such
recognitions
accompanied
by
collaborations with household
names such as Steve Aoki, Halsey
and Lil Nas X, have put BTS at the
top of every Western artist’s
collaboration wish-list.
Truly
exemplary
of
#Asianrepresent, BTS is just one
of the many successful KPOP
groups
that
are
effectively
integrating Korean pop into
mainstream music.

KPOP’s success has definitely paid
off; the genre is adored by not
millions, but billions of fans
worldwide. For example, KPOP
extraordinaire BTS or Bangtan
Sonyeondan is one of the many

*stan: a millennial slang used to describe an overzealous or obsessive fan of a particular celebrity
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ASIAN ACTORS

& Hollywood
For decades, the Asian minority in Hollywood has been taking on the challenge of discrimination first hand.
Think about these Asian characters: Breakfast at Tiffany's Mr Yunioshi (1961) and Ghost in the Shell's Motoko
Kusanagi (2017). Evidently for decades, whitewashing has been a recurring event. However, through strong
collective effort, Hollywood has finally relented to the movement and is now more accepting of the minority.
Are we finally bidding goodbye to whitewashing?

Sandra Oh is an example of the
‘Asian pioneer’ in Hollywood. Known
for her roles in Grey’s Anatomy and
Killing Eve, the veteran actress
acknowledges the changes she’s
seen in the past decade:

By nabbing the award for Best
Performance by an Actress In A
Television series-Drama for her
role in Killing Eve, Oh elevates the
status of Asian actors in the
industry, making waves to mend

“If I could take a moment here, in all
honesty, I said ‘Yes’ to the fear of being
on this stage tonight because I wanted
to be here to look out into this audience
and witness this moment of change.”
—An excerpt from Sandra Oh’s speech about Asian representation in
Hollywood while hosting the 2019 Golden Globes.

the inaccurate perception of Asians
in Hollywood; Asians are cool too!
Following Oh’s footsteps, many
other
Asian
creatives
have
contributed greatly in normalizing
the sight of Asian talents on screen.
Think Ross Butler’s role in 13
Reasons Why and Ali Wong’s standup specials. With such great
contributions, we can definitely bid
farewell to ‘token’ Asian characters
and
witness
more
accurate
portrayals of Asians in Hollywood.
Just take a look at Crazy Rich Asians
and its hot lead characters Nick
Young and Rachel Chu.

The two-time Golden Globe winner’s
passionate acknowledgement no
doubt stems from the struggles she
has faced herself as an Asian actress
working in prejudicial Hollywood.
Paving the way for other Asians,
Sandra Oh managed to not only stay
on Grey’s Anatomy for 8 years, but
also win a Golden Globe Award for
Best Performance by an Actress In A
Television series-Drama for it in
2008.
Subsequently in 2019, Oh outdid
herself by being the recipient of
another Golden Globe, this time one
that’s more illustrious.

Sandra Oh as she gives her speech about Asian
representation at the 2019 Golden Globes.
Image Credits: The Atlantic
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CRAZY RICH ASIANS

Crazy good or crazy bad?
Crazy Rich Asians has garnered
amazing reviews but was it as
perfect as what most people
perceive it to be? Yes, it did rake in
US$238 million despite only
costing US$30 million to produce,
and yes, it did receive two big
Golden Globe nominations, but
was it free from flaws?
Hold on, stay with me. I’m not
being melodramatic.

The problem with Crazy Rich
Asians to me, is not in its global
success but in how biased it was
with its representation of Asian
ethnicities.
Just like Europe, the Asian
continent is home to a multitude
of countries, 48 to be exact, and in
them, a myriad of ethnicities and
cultures exist. To give an example,
the population of India

makes up 1.4 billion of Asia’s
population of 4.5 billion and its
ethnic descendants consist of
9.1% of Singapore’s population—
making Indians a racial minority in
Singapore. But where were they in
Crazy Rich Asians? Why weren’t
they aptly represented in a movie
that takes place in Singapore?
To give context, just like the other
minority groups, Indians are

Rachel Chu having her doors open by Indian men.
Image Credits: Inkstonenews

venerated
and
distinguished
despite their relatively small
population. A huge chunk of them
exist within the highest echelons
of the Singaporean society. From
law to politics to business, there
are successful and well-educated
Indians.
Singapore’s
sixth
president
S.R.
Nathan,
for
example, is of Indian descent.
Vijaya Kumar Rajah, once the
Attorney General of Singapore and
a managing partner of Singapore’s
top law firm Rajah and Tann, is
also of Indian descent.

“Imagine watching the scene where
Constance Wu steps out of a shiny car
looking like a glorious East Asian
princess—and seeing yourself. Seeing
yourself not in her—but in the slightly
out-of-focus, dark figures who open the
car doors for her,”
—An excerpt from an impactful commentary by Pooja Nansi, a
renowned Singaporean poet, on Crazy Rich Asians which highlights
the problem with the movie’s filtered representation.

Should Crazy Rich Asians really have been an accurate representation of the country it was set in, it would’ve had
major Indian characters. Why are we now ‘yellow-washing’ Asians in Hollywood?
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SINGAPORE
SOCIAL
Inaccurate
Representation
Done Explicitly
With the advent of Crazy Rich
Asians, film producers have now
recognized the ‘Asian dollar’, a
positive by-product of the slightly
problematic movie. However, with
the rush of trying to get there first,
Love Productions released the
disastrous Singapore Social in
2019.
‘Vapid’ and ‘shallow’ are the
adjectives often used by viewers
to describe the eight-part Netflix
reality series. Singapore Social
follows the lives of five socialites
living in Singapore, aiming to
candidly capture their day-to-day
lives. The show incurred heavy
backlash for many reasons, mainly
because of its inaccurate portrayal
of the ‘Singaporean lifestyle’.
Donning the name Singapore
Social, people expected the show
to be a literal manifestation of its
title, but in reality, Singapore Social
wasn’t meant to be about the
Singaporean social life. Talk about
misleading.
It’s about five young adults, with
only some being Singaporean,
drinking aperitifs in broad daylight
and
discussing
their
trivial
problems that gossip columns
would love (a recipe for a hit TV

Singapore Social’s promotional poster.
Image Credits: Goggler

“The show is about five people in Singapore.
We could’ve made the show a
representation of Singapore, but it wasn’t
the goal of it. We merely wanted to show
our own personal lives.”
—Mae Tan, one of the leads, addressing the misconceptions of
Singapore Social on the YouTube talk show Real Talk.

series, think Keeping Up With The
Kardashians)
with
Singapore’s
hotspots as its backdrop.
But Singapore Social can’t blame its
viewers. If you were to make such
a show and give it a completely
irrelevant name alluding to an
aspect of Singapore, it better live
up to it. No one really likes clickbaits.
Although it doesn’t stay true to its
name, we can’t overlook the fact
that it is a form of Asian
representation. It does represent
an aloof subgroup of the Asian

population,
but
it
is
still
nonetheless Asian (Paul Foster is of
Asian descent by the way). At the
end of the day I believe that despite
its problems, bad representation is
still representation. The more we
flood the mainstream media with
representations of Asian people,
the closer we will be to achieving
the normalization of Asians on
screen, even if it must initially start
with ‘yellow-washing’.

The 2010s has shown tremendous improvements with regards to Asian representation. Although the
changes are relatively satisfactory, we are by no means at the end game. Currently, we are still dependent on
imperfect representations such as ‘yellow-washing’ and bad representation (Singapore Social), to make our
existence prevalent in the Western dominated, mainstream media. Even with the more favourable
circumstances that we now have, complacency should not be in our vocabulary. We have to continue our
pursuit of breaking the racial glass ceiling that is still hovering over us; Asian representation can’t be achieved
overnight. Representation in the media is important—it affects so much, we should not let it be taken away
from us.
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Ok
Zoomers
By Amelia Lee
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As we enter the new decade, many
welcome the prospect of a fresh start.
However, it may be easier said than done
to kickstart 2020 with a clean slate.
The past decade has seen an abundance of
transformative events, leaving many of us
still reeling from these past events. From
an almost dystopian level of climate
disasters as seen in the Australian
bushfires, to racially-charged police
brutality in the US, alongside the
irrevocable effects caused by the genesis
of COVID-19 in a small town in China, the
past 10 years has definitely had its fair
share of adversities.
2019 ushered in a long year of protests.
With multiple mass demonstrations
happening across the world, such as the
ongoing ones in Lebanon, Chile and Hong
Kong, the world seems to be in disarray.
Most protests were fuelled by rising
resentment towards growing economic
and social inequality, and a desire for
greater political freedom.
Whether this points towards a heightened
distrust in political power is still up for
contention. But it certainly highlights
greater social awareness among the
masses, whose main source of information
ultimately comes from the social media
platforms they use.
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For Gen-Zers in particular, sites such as
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter provide
real-time updates on a myriad of political,
environmental, and social issues. The
ceaseless stream of content generated
highlights the tragedies and atrocities of
our world, providing vivid visual and
written reminders of the suffering and
injustice surrounding us 24/7.
As such, the greatest emotional and
mental impact of these issues arguably fall
on a generation of digital natives—Gen Z.
In the midst of the world’s uncertainty and
disorder, the circumstances of our future
are often called into question, which will
soon be shaped by this new generation of
youths.
Gen-Zers are poised to become the next
wave of professionals entering the
workforce, yet from the get-go they are
already confronted with a slew of daunting
issues and problems. In the face of a
seemingly bleak future, are these youths
motivated to create a better life for
themselves and those around them, or
have they succumbed to the pessimism
fostered by the state of our world today?
A brief look at the history of Gen Z reveals
that Gen-Zers have lived through the
challenging wake of the Great Recession, a
time of financial turmoil and pessimism
that has moulded their perceptions
throughout life. In the face of increasing
global turmoil, a 2019 Deloitte Global
Millennial Study has revealed that
economic, social and political optimism
amongst Gen Z-ers is at an all-time low,
signalling a general rise in pessimism.
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Unsurprisingly, recent occurrences have dampened the confidence of youths in bettering their society.
In particular, the sheer scale of societal and political issues, many rooted in systemic corruption and
bureaucracy, have left some Gen-Zers skeptical of their ability to positively impact the world. The 2019
Deloitte Global Millennial Survey reveals that positive economic, political and social sentiment is at an
all time low amongst Gen Z, with an overall disillusionment about their futures.
“Realistically speaking, in your lifetime it’s very hard to see any real substantial change unless you
somehow manage, by luck or serendipitous culmination of your experiences, to drill down to the crux
of a matter and have the skills and time and resources to fix it,” said Year 2 English Language major,
Beth Tan.
Yet, whilst some express overt cynicism towards their future, others are approaching their future with
a level of realism, influenced by societal norms and pressures. This is often coupled with an acute
awareness of the potential futility of their efforts, as expressed by Year 2 Computing student, Joelle
Tan.

“I'm still working towards a future in the workforce, because of social expectations and stuff, even
though I feel that climate change kind of means that everything I do now may be useless in the end.”
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Overall, in spite of their doubts, Gen-Zers aspire for change that aligns with attaining greater
social, economic and political equality, a sentiment which a Year 3 FASS student, Alex Lim,
echoed.
“I just hope for the world to be a better place where people can start respecting and be more
accepting of one another despite their differences.”
Ultimately, Gen-Zers are facing their future head on, irrespective of their current mindsets.
Many acknowledge that it is only the collective effort of impassioned individuals which can truly
generate lasting societal change, ensure that people in positions of power are held accountable,
and preserve the fragile planet we all call home, a view shared by Beth Tan.
“Remember that whatever contribution you can make is part of a bigger whole. You might not
live to see what you helped make but that doesn’t mean that you did nothing.”

Deloitte Global Millennial Survey 2019. (2019). https://www2.deloitte.com/global/en/pages/about-deloitte/articles/millennialsurvey.html
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Generation
Superhero
Image Credits: Canva

By Azreen Suffiyah
Generation Z has been shouldering the constant
fear of terrorism, mysoginistic workforces and
political outcries all while melting at the hands
of climate change. These challenges are not
made any easier when they are deemed as selfabsorbed technophiles who have forgotten the
value of real human connection, or at least
according to the elderly.
But could it be that these technologies actually
create human connection, one that's unfamiliar
to those born before the digital revolution? The
everlasting complaint of the older generations
that “our lives have been fused with our online
personalities” is an observational assumption

that fails to consider the positive results of gen
Z’s “false electronic connections”.
Climate activist Greta Thunberg’s ability to
mobilize the world to take on global industries
speaks volumes about generation Z’s ability in
breaking social conventions and triggering real
change. The generation is devoting their lives to
improving the world we live in. Applying this
global phenomena onto the Singaporean
landscape is complicated. With Singapore being a
more conservative country, physical protests may
not seem as conducive, this has only urged young
activists to do what they do best: break barriers.

What’s deemed as a rebellion has become a revolution.
To honor Generation Z’s impact in the past decade, let us now acknowledge these young Singaporean
activists who have respectively advocated for environmental causes, sexual harassment awareness,
LGBTQ+ rights and the importance of mental health.
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Tammy Gan (@lilearthgirl)
With over 6,000 followers on Instagram, Tammy Gan is a respected social media advocate in
Singapore. Making speaker appearances at Green Is The New Black’s Conscious Festival, the Yale-NUS
undergraduate is in her third year of environmental studies.
“Online activism is interesting
because there's a lot of potential
for reaching different people
from different parts of the
world,” she says, referring to her
recent post educating her
audience about the First Nations
People in Canada. Known as the
Wet’suwet’en people, her post
brought awareness to the
government’s actions against
them
as
well
as
the
environmental
consequences
and garnered 19,000 likes and
many Canadian followers.
A Snapshot of Tammy Gan (@lilearthgirl)’s Instagram Feed

“But on a Singapore level, activism is really
important, I feel like I represent a different sort
of influencer."
She brings light to the issue of unhealthy
idolization of most influencers in Singapore and
emphasizes on the importance of pushing a
different narrative. “People think about things
more meaningfully when you have them on
social media, might as well make it worthwhile."
She also mentions how Instagram activism lives
in niches and how TikTok has a niche group
where users condense political issues to
infiltrate the even younger generation, making
them aware of problems from a young age. “We
have to be the generation that can make
change.
We can’t depend on the previous generation
even though they are in power right now. It’s
our lives at stake and the generations after us
that will be exposed to the effects of the climate
crisis,” citing the 2019 Lancet report that states
‘the life of every child born today will be
profoundly affected by climate change.’

“Adults are more indifferent
towards the issue because
unlike us, they don’t feel the
urgency for change.”
“I feel like there is never a reason not to," she
said when asked about whether one should join
this online activism movement. “There are many
costs, it feels like talking to a wall sometimes. It’s
definitely taken a toll on my mental health.
There are real things to consider when doing
social media activism. You can’t just go in
thinking you’ll save the world, you’re not."
“Just use your platform, no matter how small, at
least change the circle around you. You don’t
have to start a whole new page. I have friends
who infuse activism in their lifestyles and
accounts but aren’t specialised. It’s always good
to just talk and raise awareness.” She also
highlights the ripple effect of talking about
issues in one’s own circles. “No one’s opinions
should be stifled just because environmental
activism isn’t popular."

“The world is burning. If you feel like there’s a
need to say something about it, say it."
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‘Girl, Talk’ (@girltalk.sg)
-- Danelia Chim, Dawn Kwan, Heather Seet, and Seow Yun Rong
On the note of spreading awareness through ripple effects, Girl, Talk aims to raise awareness about
campus harassment and enable students to respond safely and effectively. This digital-first campaign
is led by four undergraduate students, Danelia Chim, Dawn Kwan, Heather Seet, and Seow Yun Rong
from NTU’s Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and Information.

A Snapshot of @girltalk.sg’s Instagram Feed

Heather admits to being accused of spending too much time on the internet and rightfully argues that
it’s also “a tool for learning, connecting, and self-expression.”
With most of their target group on social media, more specifically, Instagram, according to Yun Rong,
social media has made it “much easier to translate heavy messages and resources into bite-sized
multimedia content pieces which is especially important when it comes to sensitive topics such as
campus sexual harassment.”
She spoke about how social media can stimulate visual aspects, and that “users love sharing content
that resonates with them, be it aesthetically pleasing visuals or useful advice and tips that could
potentially help a friend."
In terms of Gen Z championing true change, Danelia confirms her confidence in “our generation
[having] a higher chance of invoking change simply because we’re young. I believe that we're still
hopeful enough to think we can change society and young enough to have the time to do so. As the
saying goes, the children are the future, so whatever we do now is the future we'll be living in."
Heather, however, warns about the downside of the freedom social media provides. “I'd say to be
careful—the Internet can be both a force for good and evil.” She brings to light the antagonistic
comments “weirdly enough people sending suggestive comments.”

Join the conversation at @girltalk.sg to understand how they are
creating #RealConversationsforRealChange.
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Kennede (@377bae)
Speaking of human rights, Kennede or @377bae, a clever play on Section 377A penal code of
Singapore, is an LGBTQ+ advocate active on both Instagram and Twitter.

(@377bae) and a snapshot of his tweet about using his social media platform

Although much progress has been made to normalize LGBTQ+ rights, it still “isn’t an easy topic to
discuss publicly or in real life.” Social media has allowed Kennede to reach people he has never met
and has facilitated a veil of anonymity when it comes to other people asking questions, advice and so
forth.
Challenging the narratives of Generation Z having no effect on change, he says, “we just have different
ways to go about it! While the older generation may not prefer confrontation, I do have faith that our
generation does have the courage to have difficult conversations and listen to different perspectives."
“While having a platform is wonderful, we have to be responsible in the way that we use our platform.
We are all ambassadors for our cause and our actions will be judged by people who oppose us and by
potential allies as well."

“Keep up the good fight for long term, effective change."
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Aleesha Khan (@self_ally)
And of course, with the burden of preexisting issues come crucial advocacy for
the mind. Aleesha Khan or @self_ally is a
mental health advocate prioritizing the
relationship to the self as the root to
healing and growth.
No stranger to the narrative of always
being on her phone, Aleesha gets told
‘you’re always texting’ or ‘you’re always on
Instagram.’ But in reality every time I’m
texting too much at a party, hands down,
it was because I was helping someone
through a problem...and every time I was
scrolling, I scrolled through mental health
content, building up my exposure. That’s
something people just didn’t realize."
She defended her habits, saying that “personally
I found that [online] psychological research,
mental health research, has actually helped me
a lot in developing my own account in what I
hope one day would be a business where I
could actually provide psychological care."
Focusing on her cause for mental health
advocacy, in Singapore, the “information out
there is not always accurate and not always
enough,” nor is it easily accessible. Her page,
much like many others, aims to open channels
and “give people information about women’s
rights, mental health rights that they’re not
gonna find on a billboard or a website in
Singapore, it's just not common knowledge.”

(@self_ally) and her Instagram feed

In terms of our generation, she believes that
“our generation is the most awake generation
there has been so far." She claims that our
generation “woke up to this world that has so
much injustice, so much to work on, so much
pain, so much violence, there’s so much war
around us, whether its actual war, or the war
against women, the war against people who are
just different or have disabilities, issues in
Singapore like single parents rights."
She says that the strongest thing about our
generation is that “we just had enough." This
generation is horrified with the issues we have
been facing and are paving the way to
“revolutionize how we handle things.”

“There’s so many things which we overlook and I think our
generation is noticing and I think that’s the most important thing."
With the world being in such a dire situation, she
urges older generations to listen. Disbelieving
that the older generation is incapable of
understanding or changing stuck views, she
trusts that human beings have huge capacities
for shifting perspectives. Working crossgenerationally as a population will empower us
to achieve our goals at a faster rate.
The authentic and outspoken online activism
movement in Singapore has sparked an awaken-

ed generation of young people that are inspired
to create systemic changes. Using social media as
our podiums, young activists are causing a wellneeded uproar, shaking stagnant, unsustainable
systems and modifying entrenched mindsets to
improve the condition of the society that we have
inherited. With the entire world within a tap on
the screen’s reach, Generation Z has ignited
conversations that will ripple over time, sparking
global shifts in improvement, one view at a time.

With the entire world within a tap on the screen’s reach,
Generation Z has ignited conversations that will ripple over time,
sparking global shifts in improvement, one view at a time.
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CLIMATE CHANGE
ART-IVISM
HOW ARTISTS ARE TACKLING THE
CLIMATE CRISES

By Isha Meleth

The climate change crisis is a contentious issue
that persistently looms over us. Though its
resolution seems elusive, its presence is now
ubiquitous in the media. From melting glaciers
in the Antarctic to plastic-filled oceans and
perishing wildlife, mankind’s utilisation of
resources seems to be driving the rest of the
world and itself, to extinction. Thankfully
however, the world finally seems to be noticing.
The idea of a climate crisis as a definite
possibility is finally gaining traction, and is
considered a far more pressing issue now than
it was at the start of the last decade. We see this
reflected in the new focus of communities and
businesses
on
sustainability,
through
transnational agreements such as the Paris
Agreement of 2016, and in the impressive rise of
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youth-led activism across the world such as
Greta Thunberg explosive “Friday’s For Future”
movement that sparked a global conversation
on climate change.
But apart from these notable and well-known
events, concern for the environment has also
permeated the arts scene. The climate change
crisis is now a hot topic for both the sciences
and the arts, and creatives across mediums
seem to have recognised the importance of
immediate action against the climate crisis.
Using the persuasive power of their platforms to
their advantage, these artists bring the debate
on climate change and the ramifications of
neglecting it from the science labs to the
entertainment venues. To further fuel last
decade’s climate revolution, let us now take a
look at some of its powerful art-ivisms.

LITE R A T URE
Climate change has always been a contentious issue; one with many proponents and
deniers. However, even as scientific evidence substantiating climate change has gotten
stronger, there still exist those who would rather deny this ugly truth than deal with it.

Image Credits: Goodreads

Barabara Kingsolver’s novel Flight Behaviour specifically tackles this issue. Set in a rural
village in Tennessee, US, local sheep farmer, Dellarobia, has her quaint rural life turned
upside down when she stumbles upon a lake of fire in her backyard valley. This lake of
fire, contrary to what it seemed to be at first glance, turns out to be millions upon
millions of migrating monarch butterflies roosting on trees—a rare sight in Tennessee.
Herself being a climate change denier, Dellarobia is forced to confront the reality of
environmental destruction and changing migration patterns when an eclectic mix of
people from all over the world descend on Tennessee to experience, and comment, on
this “miracle” for themselves. Joined by ecologist Ovid Byron, Dellarobia has to navigate
the fields of science and faith, and grapple with the perspectives of scientists, religious
leaders, sightseers, opportunists and environmental activists, to arrive at her own truth
regarding climate change.
In the novel, Kingsolver sifts through fact and fiction, and more importantly, dissects the
intricacies of people’s beliefs on the facts and fictions of climate change to provide an
almost sociological insight into climate change deniers. Flight Behaviour is a read that is
sure to expose you to the intricacies of the human mind’s defenses against harsh
realities, and does so with a charming protagonist, plenty of colourful characters and a
narrative that is easy to get lost in.
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FILM
Ever wanted to watch a film about
climate change but not bore yourself with
documentaries? Granted, there are some
great documentaries out there, but
sometimes you just want to immerse
yourself in an action-packed thriller
without compromising on intellectual
stimulation. Snowpiercer, co-directed by
Bong Joon-ho (yes, you’ve read that
right!), is one of his earlier masterpieces
and boasts an impressive cast of Chris
Evans, Tilda Swinton and Octavia
Spencer. It implicitly incorporates the
climate change crisis while providing a
high dose of action, and is definitely a
must-watch for anyone even slightly
concerned about the fate of our planet!
Set in a post-apocalyptic future where
Earth has frozen over and become
inhospitable to life, Snowpiercer depicts
the surviving mankind indefinitely
confined to a train that circles the globe
without rest.

Image Credits: IMDB

Though it may seem to center on the consequences of human exploitation with regards to
the environment, the movie is actually an exploration of human nature in the face of a
climate crisis. Even as humanity is reduced to a mere handful and confined to a single train,
a rigid class system persists amongst the survivors, and everything, even revolutions, are
controlled by a despot—the creator of the train.
Though the aspects listed above sound like recipes for blockbuster success, the real genius
of Snowpiercer is in the details and the questions it subliminally asks. In a society confined to
a train, and with no possibility of communication with the outside world and limited
resources, how do you survive? How do you keep what’s left of humanity alive? And
furthermore, how do you ensure that the human population doesn’t outgrow the finite
resources of the train? In some ways mirroring humanity’s current condition—stuck and
helpless on a planet where resources are scarce—and in others reflecting the fears of
climate change experts. Snowpiercer is a grim look at one possible future for mankind should
climate change issues be neglected. And it is one that does so with a thrilling plot and wellrounded characters, providing the perfect package of enjoyment and intellectual
stimulation. Simply a masterpiece!

30 | THE RIDGE MAGAZINE

VISU A L ART
Have you ever wondered what “normal” life would be like in a future where climate change had
ravaged the planet? Maybe we’d all be living in underground bunkers or on uncharted Mars. Or
maybe we’d still be living in the epitome of mundanity: regular ol’ high-rise apartments. We all
perceive dystopian futures differently but in 2019, Superflux—a London-based design studio—
debuted its creative reality of the future: Mitigation of Shock, Singapore.
Currently showing as part of the ArtScience Museum’s ‘Future’s Reimagined’ exhibition, the exhibit
showcases one possible post-apocalyptic daily life in Singapore. The exhibit is designed like a HDB
apartment, but furnished with interesting details that indicate the world’s state of environmental
affairs.
In this apartment, mom’s favourite cookbook is
‘How to cook in a time of scarcity’ and her
favourite recipe is wild pepper and roach stir fry
(mmmm….delectable....), dad’s favourite activity is
fishing with spears made of old circuit boards and
bamboo stems, and the children travel to school
on kayaks—you know, since Singapore has
transformed into the modern-day Venice.

How to make wild pepper and roach stir fry in 5 easy steps

This exhibit illustrates the utter brilliance of
mankind in adapting to a post climate-crises world,
and is a vision of the resilience and adaptability of
human kind. Though the exhibition is no doubt an
enriching experience, it is not a future that I could
imagine any of us wanting. Cockroaches for
sustenance? Thanks, but no. I think I’ll stick to my
spaghetti and meatballs.

Image Credits: Superflux/dezeen

Mitigation of Shock, Singapore will be shown until the 5th of April 2020, and is an exhibit that must not be
missed for the climate-change concerned citizen.
Image Credits: Superflux/dezeen
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The
Future of
Singapore's
Architecture
By Daphne Yow
Image Credits: TEDx

“The future is up to you, up to
all of us.”
It is the year 2060. I stumble out of the capsule
cluelessly, pushed by a mysterious force. Before I
can gather myself, I stop short at the scene in front
of me: there are buildings floating in the air,
reminding me of the Hallelujah Mountain right out
of the movie Avatar. Events unfathomable to me
seem to have become a reality.
I think it was in some module that I learnt about
something similar. It said that Singapore’s
architecture was going to get an innovative boost
from Japan—a "floating city." During my class, I had
thought “floating” was a bit of a stretch, and
technically it seems I was right: the ‘floating city’ isn’t
exactly ‘floating’; instead it is composed of a base
with a 1 km-tall tower upon which the city rests.
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But, at the time, I had felt that it would still have
been a remarkable feat if eventually materialised.
And now it has! This city literally floats on water!
How genius of the engineers from Shimizu
Corporation to actually be able to build a city on
water. And it even looks like they have achieved
their goal of having a capacity of over 50,000
people!
I simply cannot believe my eyes. Intrigued, I step
towards the direction of the floating cities and
suddenly find myself stepping into a ripple that
appeared out of thin air. Panicking, I attempt to
move back but the mysterious force pushes me
forward. Instinctively, I try to scream for help but
alas, it is of no use as my sounds are muffled. I shut
my eyes tight, praying to whatever God to keep me
safe. But, suddenly, the force stops, and I slowly
regain my consciousness. Miraculously, I have been
transported up to the floating city!

I decide to walk through the city, and as I am walking I see that the tower is made up of several parts.
The uppermost section is where houses, hospitals, workspaces and commercial areas are situated. I
find my way through the tower and eventually arrive at the lower zones and notice people engaged in
various farming processes. There’s a field of green in front of my eyes, speckled with the delicious reds
of tomatoes and cherries, and the golden haze of wheat. Oh, and did I mention that there are even
fish swimming around in the water surrounding the makeshift farm? This is really great as the city up
above can be self-sufficient in food.
But suddenly I had the urge to bask in the view from the top of the tower. I leave behind the charming
farm and head up again to the rooftop. Once there, I notice that the city is actually solar energy
powered, making productive use of the abundant sunlight that Singapore receives year-round.

Image Credits: Blog posts by AUC students following the course “Energy, Climate & Sustainability”

A cold breeze stirs the hem of my dress and touches the warmth of my cheeks, and I am suddenly
conscious of the fact that it is so much cooler than I remember Singapore being. But the sun still beats
down ferociously on this city. How is it that—Oh! With the city this high up in the air, we can enjoy cool
temperatures of about 26°C for the whole year!
After a good few hours of exploring the wondrous area, I thought I’d seen it all. From ground level,
these seemed to be legit floating buildings! How even! How did modern technology advance so much?
However, little did I know that this is only the tip of the iceberg. Beneath my feet, tens and hundreds
of metres below ground level, is a whole other bustling area of its own.
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Just as I had decided to explore this
underground area, a ripple appears in front of
me again, absorbing me in, and the
mysterious force comes down on me. This
time round, I find myself in a place where the
sky is nowhere in sight. A logo of the Urban
Redevelopment Authority (URA) can be seen
in the corner of a pedestrian linkway
entrance. I walk through it and chance upon a
surreal sight. There is a full-fledged airconditioned bus interchange under the
ground! This is when I realised that the URA’s
‘underground spaces masterplan’ has come to
fruition, with bus interchanges, pedestrian
linkways and bicycle storages out of sight
under the ground. But why is it that the road
network here is not as spacious as those in my
last memory of Singapore?
Exploring the surroundings, I notice that most
people here travel around in trams and buses.
There is an unsettling lack of cars or private
transport on the roads, something that I am
not used to. Soon I get the memo that public
transport makes up the main transportation
mode here.
Image Credits: URA

"Imagine the unimaginable"
Turns out, Singapore has managed to transform and build up its very own eco-city, a beautiful vista
prioritising the environment and social needs! In land-scarce Singapore, this development is extremely
valuable as space can be freed up for other uses. I have actually heard the news of developing
underground spaces before but thought little about it as many infrastructures in Singapore are
already situated underground—parts of the Mass Rapid Transit train systems, underground passes,
underground expressways. Nothing great about that. Instead, I had thought how amazing it would be
to have residences underground as well, but unfortunately, and here’s the anti-climax: URA doesn’t
seem to have built housing under the ground.
I walk on and weave through underground passageways, trying to map out the underground
networks in my head, when one takes me on a steep incline until I emerge above-ground. The view is
disorienting at first, but I soon get acclimated to it and I notice that the sky is a beautiful blue. The air
is extremely fresh here, and what lies in front of me seems to be an accessibility haven: people of all
walks of life, from the young to the old, can move around seamlessly with the numerous spacious
walkways and ramps, amongst other infrastructure. There are numerous green spaces, even more so
than what I remember in my last memory of Singapore, present at every turn. The grounds are also
splattered with signs encouraging residents to commit to the 3R’s—Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Oddly
enough, I somehow find myself thinking of the proposed Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city, a joint
initiative between Singapore and China to build a socially harmonious and green city.
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As I take a step forward to explore this vision of human ingenuity further, a beeping sound comes
from my wrist. I look down and notice an electronic band there.
“We hope you enjoyed your exploration here. You will now go back in 3, 2, 1…”

Image Credits: BMW Designworks

Everything here seems so futuristic, and at the same time, inspirational. What if we can utilise
technology to transform our environment in Singapore for good? Floating cities and underground
infrastructure can free up space and build up an enhanced living environment. Eco-cities can help us
show some love to our environment and those around us in society. Can technology really advance so
much to make all our noble plans of such futuristic urban infrastructure a reality? In this age of
climate change, where many of us actually do not know or have not acknowledged its consequences
for not only ourselves but the whole Earth, is there finally hope for the environment to co-exist
peacefully with our economic growth?

It is 2020. The Singapore Flyer is set to turn again. The usher slowly guides me out of the capsule,
pushes the next person in line into it, shuts the door, and presses a button.
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